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Peterman moves on to a new season 


Bills QB embraces lessons learned in rocky rookie year | PAGE Bi 
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In Las Vegas, converted Buffalo fans 
are swept up in Stanley Cup hysteria 


By MIKE HARRINGTON 


NEWS SPORTS REPORTER 


LAS VEGAS - The celebrities are agog with 
hockey. Celine Dion has worn a Vegas Golden 
Knights jersey on stage at Caesars Palace. 
Wayne Newton has done likewise at T-Mobile 
Arena. Boxing legend Floyd Mayweather 
was in the stands Monday for Game 1 of the 
Stanley Cup final, too. 

They're not the only ones who’ve jumped 
on the bandwagon. 

Las Vegas is awash with people from 
Buffalo, and it seems the perennial struggles 
of the Sabres have them living vicariously 
through the triumphs of the expansion 
Golden Knights. 

“Tf they win the Stanley Cup, it will be one 
of the greatest things to happen in Las Vegas 
since the days the real icons performed here,” 
said Buffalo native Frankie Scinta, a longtime 


See Las Vegas on Page A7 
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Ronda Churchill/Special to The News 


Low-income areas seek boost 
from new federal tax incentive 


Opportunity Zones program aims to jump-start development 


Areas near the Boulevard Mall, Huntley Generating Station, former Bethlehem Steel site, 
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and Fruit Belt could benefit from the new tax program 


Key redevelopment sites 
included in the program 


By STEPHEN T. WATSON 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


ew York is no stranger to 

programs that promise to 

spark economic development 

in struggling neighborhoods. 

Despite decades of attention, progress 
remains elusive. 

Now, the federal government is offering 

a new tax incentive meant to encourage 

investment in low-income communities. 

And officials here are optimistic 

the Opportunity Zones program can 

bring sustained growth to economical- 

ly challenged neighborhoods in metro 

Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Dunkirk, Olean 


Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News 
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Huntley Generating Station i 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


and elsewhere. 

The program sets up targeted opportu- 
nity zones in high-poverty census tracts. 
Those who invest in the zones, whether 
on their own or through pooled funds, 
will receive capital gains tax benefits. 

The state selected 514 opportunity 
zones across New York with input from 
local officials. The 43 zones in five West- 
ern New York counties are centered on 
urban cores. 

They include some of the area’s key 
redevelopment sites: former industri- 
al properties in Lackawanna and the 
Town of Tonawanda, the streets in 
and around the Buffalo Niagara Medi- 
cal Campus and the neighborhood that 
includes and surrounds the Boulevard 
Mall in Amherst. 


See Program on Page A10 


Bribery charges 
dropped for two 
in Buffalo Billion 


Ciminelli, Laipple prosecution hinges 
on alleged conspiracy over bid rigging 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - A key bribery 
charge against two former top 
executives of LPCiminelli em- 
broiled in the Buffalo Billion 
corruption case will not be 
pursued by federal prosecu- 
tors, a defense lawyer told The 
Buffalo News on Tuesday. 

Paul Shechtman, a Man- 
hattan lawyer for Louis P. 
Ciminelli, said he was notified 
Friday night by federal prose- 
cutors that the bribery charges 
against Ciminelli and Michael 
W. Laipple are being dropped. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Manhattan on Tuesday pro- 
vided a letter that prosecutors 
sent to the judge Friday stat- 
ing that the bribery charges 
against the two men - as well 
as those against two Syracuse 
developers who are part of the 
case — will not be pursued. 

Prosecutors did not give a 
reason for dropping the brib- 
ery charges. 

The case involves an alleged 
pay-to-play scheme by the LP- 
Ciminelli executives over the 
state’s Buffalo Billion econom- 
ic-development program. The 
bid-rigging trial starts next 
month in Manhattan on charg- 
es that Ciminelli, Laipple and 
others engaged in a conspira- 
cy to commit wire fraud. The 
bribery charge had carried a 
possible prison sentence of up 
to 20 years. 

“Were pleased because it’s 
halfway to total vindication,” 
said Shechtman, lawyer for 
Ciminelli. 

The lawyer spoke before a 
hearing in front of a federal 


Louis P. Ciminelli, left, and 
Michael W. Laipple are due 
to go on trial in federal court 
in Manhattan next month. 


judge, who is being asked to 
delay the June 11 trial date by 
a week or two following what 
prosecutors say was the discov- 
ery of key evidence that was 
not turned over by LPCiminel- 
li after a subpoena was issued. 
The judge is reserving a final 
decision on a possible delay un- 
til next week. 

The development Tuesday 
involving Ciminelli and Laip- 
ple comes a couple of weeks 
after another defendant, Kev- 
in C. Schuler, also a former top 
LPCiminelli executive, agreed 
to cooperate with federal pros- 
ecutors. Schuler pleaded guilty 
to conspiracy to commit wire 
fraud. 

At the time of Schuler’s plea 
agreement, Shechtman ex- 
pressed confidence that Schul- 
er’s testimony would be helpful 
for Ciminelli and Laipple. 

“This is some evidence of 
that,” Shechtman said of the 
decision to drop the bribery 
charges. 

Ciminelli and Laipple are 
due to go on trial along with 
Syracuse developers Joseph B. 
Gerardi Jr. and Steven F. Aiel- 


See Charges on Page A7 


CATCH A WHIFF 
OF CORPSE FLOWER 


Morty, the popular corpse flower, is 
stirring at the Buffalo & Erie County 
Botanical Gardens and may reach its 
stinky stage soon. Story on Page C1. 


Trump, stung by attack 
as being soft on China, 
pushes again for tariffs 


By MARK LANDLER 
AND ANA SWANSON 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - President 
Trump, stung by criticism that 
he has gone soft on China and 
less worried about Beijing’s 
ability to disrupt a potential 
summit meeting with North 
Korea, reversed course Tues- 
day and declared that the Unit- 
ed States would impose tariffs 
and other punitive measures 
on China. 

Barely a week after Trea- 
sury Secretary Steven T. 
Mnuchin said that the trade 
war was “on hold” and that 
tariffs would be suspended as 
negotiations continued, the 
White House issued a state- 
ment saying the United States 
would move ahead with its 
plan to impose 25 percent tar- 
iffs on $50 billion worth of im- 
ported Chinese goods within 
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the next month. 

Trump’s reversal was yet 
another twist in a long-run- 
ning ideological battle in the 
West Wing between econom- 
ic nationalists, who chan- 
nel Trump’s protectionist in- 
stincts, and more mainstream 
advisers such as Mnuchin, who 
worry that tariffs and invest- 
ment restrictions will hurt the 
stock market and hobble long- 
term growth. 

The nationalists seem to 
have won this round. While 
Trump is sending Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur L. Ross Jr. 
to Beijing this weekend to try 
to resolve the dispute, people 


See Chinaon Page A5 
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